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• Transport of unfit animals
• Excessive stocking densities 
• Too little headroom 
• Excessive temperature
• Empty, dysfunctional or 

inappropriate water devices
• Lack of provision of rest
• Insufficient or filthy bedding
• Transport of unweaned animals 

on journeys over 8 hours 
without animals being fed

• Limited use of sanctions

Breaches of Regulation 1/2005
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Involvement of many MS complicates enforcement

• The journey may pass through a number of MS. MS of 
departure must approve the journey log, while other 
MS may have granted:
o the transporter’s authorisation
o the certificate of approval for the vehicle
o the driver’s certificate of competence

• MS are required to notify breaches of Regulation 
1/2005, however this is rarely done and even if it is, 
the MS which receive the notifications rarely take 
meaningful action.

• CAs should inspect consignments at loading and all 
consignments in the case of exports to non-EU 
countries
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Export to non-EU countries

• Serious animal welfare non-compliance regularly 
arise during the export of live animals to non-EU 
countries

• Two overview reports published by the 
Commission in 2020 reveal serious and regular 
breaches:
o Required checks on safety and suitability of 

vessels are not carried out properly
o Authorities permit animals to be loaded 

onto the ship even when pre-loading 
inspections of the ship reveal deficiencies



Zuchtvieh ruling regularly ignored

In the Zuchtvieh case the Court of Justice of the EU ruled that Regulation 
1/2005 continues to apply even when a consignment has left the EU



• EU animals are exported to countries 
with no animal protection laws, 
where animals are slaughtered in 
breach of OIE standards (World 
Organisation for Animal Health)

• Documented abuses: cutting leg 
tendons, suspending conscious 
animals upside down, stabbing in the 
neck while the animal slowly bleeds 
to death, beating animals on the 
head, etc.

Slaughter in breach of OIE standards



Each year over 
three million 

animals are exported 
from the European 
Union to non-EU 

countries. The 
journeys often last 

many hours and 
animals face 

brutal treatment 
on arrival.

The magnitude of the issue



UK to ban live exports

• On 2 December, the UK revealed a 
plan to ban live exports, launching a 
formal consultation

• The government said that a ban can 
be introduced as part of a renewed 
push to strengthen Britain’s position 
in the field of animal welfare



Ban live exports

Ensure that no EU animals are exported to third countries when 
these cannot meet EU animal welfare standards. Export of live 
animals from the EU could potentially be replace by carcass trade.

Improve enforcement mechanism of Regulation 1/2005

In the short term, the Commission must ensure that MS take full 
use of the enforcement mechanisms under Regulation 1/2005.

Revision of 1/2005

In the long term, should Regulation 1/2005 be revised, lawmakers 
must look at best practices in EU law enforcement to ensure 
compliance. Penalties need to be ‘effective, proportionate and 
dissuasive’.

Three steps the EU should take



Thank you for your time.


